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QUESTION ¢ Ave American citizens residing in Mexico
qualified electors for the City of Nogales,
Arizona?

CONCLUSION: No,

A qualified elector is one who 1s entitled to vote at any
lawful election, The Municipal Chaprter of Nogales may prescribe
the qualilfications of a voter at a city electlion; however, such
qualifications must conform to the requlrements of the State Con-
stitution,

It is unnccessary to examine the Charter op ordinances of
Nogales to determine if an American citizen residing in Mexico may
vote in a Nogales municipal election, The question is answered by
Artlcle 7, Section 2 of the Constitution of the State of Arizona,

This coustltutional mandate requires that a person be a cit-
izen of the United States, of the age of 21 years oy over and shall
have resided in the state one year immediately preceding such elec-
tlon, There are fuwrther provisicns not pertinent to the question,

These provisions do not prescribe the qualifications of an
elector, but constitute restrictions or limitations upon the power
of the leglglature or of the charier municipality to provide who
shall vote, AHRENS vs, KERBY, Ul Apiz 337, 37 P2a 375,

Regardless of what qualifications are luposed wpon municipal
voteyrs by the municipality, the couditlon that the person "shall
have reslded in the state one year immediately preceding such
election” may not bo changed by ordinance or statute, A person wio
meets all of the othevr qualifications of a qualificd elector, in
that he 1s gn Aserican cl¢izen, oveyr the ege of twenty-one years,
can read the Coustitutlon in Enzlish, unless physically dieabled,
hag purportedly comnpliled wigh munlcipal registration 1aws, and has
met all other copditions, Af any, 18 nat a qualifiled elector, un-
less for one year immediately preceding the election he has residad
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- in Arizona, The fact that the American c¢itizens in questlion are

now, or during the past year, have resided in Mexico, disqualifies
them from voting, because they have not met the Constitutional
manda{e of residence within the geographical limits of the state,
See HARRISON vs, LAVEEN, 67 Ariz 337, 196 P23 456,

The only exception permissible to the residence requirerient

'd8 that contailned in Paragraﬁh 3 of Article T of the Constitution,

which provides that absence "while employed in the service of the
Unlted States or while 2 student at any institution of learning"
shall not cause the loss of an established residence. Unless the
vealdents of Mexlco come within the Constitutional exceptions,
thelr qualification as an elector of the municipality, 1if estab-
lighed prior to such residence in Mexico, has been lost by such
residence, -
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